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[During the summer of 11)11 Mr. X. Hollister and xMr. J. II. 
Riky, while engaged in field work in western Alberta and 
eastern British Columbia, gath(‘re<l, in addition to their collec- 
tions of animals, a series of al)Out two hundred characteristic 
examples of the plant life of the region. Tliree of the higher 
plants represented un described species, and diagnoses of them 
have rccentl}' been puldished.* The re])resentatives of the 
difficult genus Carex were forwarded to Mr, Kenneth K. Mac- 
kenzie of New Y"ork Cit^A who lias l)C(‘n (Migaged in the prepara- 
tion of a monograph of the Xorth American species. WTiile 
only three species are represented in the collection they are of 
unusual interest, since one ai)pears to be undescribed and 
anotlier has rarely l)een collected. A diagnosis of the new 
species, prepared by ^Ir. Mackenzie, is published here at his 
suggestion. — P(ud C. Standlcy.^ 

Carex atrosquama Mackenzie, nov. 

rulin>: in (lenne (‘lamps, ,”>0 to 45 cm. liigli, pliylloixMlic, slender, erect 
or the aj^ex nodding at maturity, sharply triangular, slightly roughened 
toward the apex, much exceeding tlie leav(‘s, pnrplish-l)row)i tinged and 
slightly librillosi* at base; leaves witli well-developed l>lades seven to ten 
to a fertile culm, inserted on the lower fourth, mostly clustered near the 
base, the blades deep green. Mat with slightly revolute margins, 2.5 to 
0.5 mm. wid(‘, 10 to 20 cm. long, roughened toward the apex; opacpie 
j)art of sheaths whitish or yellowish-white ; spikes three or four, ai>proxi- 
mat(‘ or tlu* lower slightly separat(‘d, th(‘ lower one or two on erect 
peduncl(‘s half to twice their kmgth, the others sessile or nearl}’ so, oblong, 
«) to 12 mm, long, 5 mm. wi<le, densedy 15 to .‘lO-fhnvenMl, the a]>i)ress(*d 
perigyuia in several ranks, tlu' lateral spik(^.s pistillate^ the terminal 
•Smiths. Misc. <’oll. 56 ; No. a:J. 
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Mackenzie — A New Carcx fcom Alberta. 



<?yiuieean(]roiis an<l daviite at base*; lowest bract leatlet-like, sli^^litly 
slicntbiiig, not pnrjilisli tinged, shorter tlian or exceeding tlje inflores- 
cence, tlie others inncli reduced; scales broadly ovate, obtuse or slightly 
acute, black, the inidvein obsolete, the u}>per margins not at all or but 
verj' sliglitly hyalim*, al)ont the width of fmt markedly shorter than the 
perigynia; perigynia olive-green, slightly jairplish-spotted, meinl)rana- 
ceons, slightly inflated and snbtriangular, nerveless, jnmcticulate, nar- 
rowly obovoid, d.2o n]in. long, 1.75 mm. wide, glabrous, round-tapering 
at base, minutely roughened on margins al)ove, ahrinitly contracted into 
a minute, shallowly bidentate, purplisli-black beak, S(*arcel 3 ^ 0.5 mm. 
long; achenes triangular, oliovoid, 1.5 mm. long, 0.75 mm. wide, scarce!}" 
stij>itate, half the length of the perigynia; style little exserted, its ba«e 
slender; stigmas three, very short. 

The type, collected at the hea«l of Smoky Hiver, Alberta, August 5, 
1011, by X. Hollister (Xo. 14), is in the V. S. Xational Herbarium, X<^. 
()2l*,(»51. J. H. Rile}^’s Xo. 01, from So\ith Fork of Moose River, British 
(\)lund)ia, Jul}", 1011, is also to be referred here ( U. S. Xational Herba- 
rium, Xo. 0 l^2,504). 

(Mrex atrnta L. and several of its close allies, to which the present speiaes 
is related, are all distinguislied by the strongl}" comj>ressed perigynia, and 
in all of them the achene is much narrower than the perigyninm, the 
empty part of the latter ai>pearing almost wing-like. The slightly inflated 
subtriangular perigj-nium of the present sjjecies, which is lait little wider 
than the achene, is in strong contrast to the perigyninm of any of these 
s])ecies. 



